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of the kitchen. A like number, more hand-
somely equipped, ride on horseback. The re-
mainder are carried by men in litters, of whom
2,000 or 3,000 are selected as his wives on con-
dition that at his death they should voluntarily
burn themselves with him, which is considered
to be a great honour for them."

The nature of the inter-racial wars between
Vijayanagar and the Bahmani kingdoms can be
clearly gathered from the narratives of Nikitin
and Conti. Ballistae and " bombardas," says
Conti, are used for besieging cities. Nikitin tells
us, erroneously, that Vijayanagar was captured
by Melikh Khan Khoda; but there is no need to
doubt that his statement refers to the destruction
of some city or other, and his allegation that the
inhabitants, men and women alike, were be-
headed to the number of twenty thousand, and
that the rest, to the number of an additional
twenty thousand, were sold into slavery, is signifi-
cant of the internecine nature of these combats.

The strength of Vijayanagar consisted chiefly
in its magnificent situation, which rendered it
almost impregnable. Nikitin has a fine pen-
picture of its position which makes it difficult to
believe that he never saw the town. It is one
of the few occasions on which he consents to be
graphic: " The Hindu Sultan Kadam is a very
powerful prince. He possesses a numerous army,
and resides on a mountain at Bichenegher.
This vast city is surrounded by three forts, and
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